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.the age-old performance of Kathakali. There are seven lamps each of which is 5 feet high.   The circumference at the base is 4 feet and 2 inches and of the lamps 3 feet 11 inches.   There is an original contrivance of an oil tank for cocoanut oil used to light the lamps.  It exudes automatically and fills the wicks of each lamp with oil and makes them ready for ignition. These lamps are said to be more than 400 years old.   In the same room is to be seen a fine and varied collection of   priceless old   china,  gathered  in through   centuries of eventful   history   by   various   Maharajas.    It   is   believed that there was a Chinese settlement   in Travan core more than   400 years ago.   This colony made Quilon   its headquarters 'for the reason that the backwaters round about that ancient town contained from early times an inexhaustible supply of excellent and superior Kaolin for the manufacture of chinaware.   There cannot be a stronger proof of the soundness of this theory than the establishment of the Ceramic factory started last year at Kundara, a  few   miles from Quilon.   where the Kaolin manufactured has already created a large demand from outside the State.   This belief is supported by the exceedingly   fine specimens of chinaware found today both in the Government House building at Quilon and  at the  Ranga  Vilas Palace.    The big   china jar is unique in size and   is rarely  equalled anywhere in these parts.   The circumference of the mouth of the jar is 3 feet 11 inches.   The circumference of the bulging portion is 10 feet 4 inches.   There are o.ther articles of chinaware such as flower vases which are worth a  study, on account of the age-old painting in colours which are as fi-esh today as they were when they were executed  centuries ago.
We next come to some Kerala vessels of the domestic pattern such as Kindi, Pidimontha, laddie etc., which are all made of glass. They are exactly similar to the bell-metal vessels in ordinary use in all houses, It would appear that